
MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES 
 
**Close your eyes Imagine story time** 
*Imagine the sights and smells, and being there* 
((Story of being called to reach another culture and share the gospel with them)) 
 
There is a roaring behind you, you can see nothing but a cloud of dust all around.   
There is a plane taking off…  The plane that just dropped you off on the side of this airfield (if you can call it 
that)  in the middle of nowhere.   
The dust begins to settle, and all you can see is brown grass stretching off into the distance.  It’s like a 
hessian sack that’s fallen on the ground with folds and bulges.    
As you stare across the horizon a thought occurs to you:  soon you will know every crevice of a valley, and 
every hill..  This is the first day of the next 10 years you have committed to living here… well… somewhere 
here.  You are yet to find somewhere to sleep.   
Your small pile of things left on the side of the “airstrip” are all you have.   
Why?  
 It is what a small voice in your mind is asking almost every day, and today the voice is not so small.  Today 
the fear is real….. the isolation is real…. The doubt is real.   Still…..   there is a fire inside you.  There is a 
yearning.    
You have been saved, you have been freed.  The first real truth you ever knew for sure.   The second is this:   
Others must know.  It doesn’t matter who they are, or where they are at…. You want the same freedom and 
joy for them.   It is worth everything to you. 
You are disturbed from your thoughts by a voice behind you.  You turn.   It’s the feet you see first.  Large 
cracks from his soles creep up the sides of his feet like a breaking windscreen.  His legs are chiselled.  Bony, 
but they look strong.  There are scars everywhere, some look like they are from walking though thorny 
scrub, others look like they tell stories that could fill pages.  
You feel rather awkward as you realise he is not wearing anything but a cloth over his shoulder.   
It is quickly becoming clear to you that you will have to adjust your idea of normal.   
You remember you are here to show them the love of Jesus, not to instil your ideas of your morals of culture 
on them.  You are the visitor.  You are the alien here.  You are the strange one.  Your are not here to judge,  
but to LOVE.  
 A thousand thoughts flow through your mind: 
But how do I love?  How do I communicate Love when there are so many barriers in the way?  
 Language. Culture.   How do they even show love to each other?  How do I even say love for a start???!   
Will they listen to a stranger?  Will they listen to some alien talking about a man in the sky? 
This is going to take more than a soap box on the street…. If there even was a street!  This is going to take 
years.  This is going to take tears and sweat.   This is going to take intentionality on my behalf.  Dedication.  
Perseverance.  Sacrifice.  I am in this for the long haul.  10 years might not even be long enough.  
END? 
(((I need to walk along side these people until my love for them can be felt und understood by them.  Until 
they understand His love for them)) 
 
*** 
Keep this in the back of your mind, we will come back to it. 
**** 
 
  



The Church in the West is not growing…. Why? 
 
“Roughly half of all churches in America did not add one new person through conversation growth last 
year”. 
Are WE any different in Canberra? 
 
Any new growth locally seems to be “CHURCH HOPPING (or shopping)” 
 
Do we want to be a home for people from other churches who have already heard the gospel, or do we 
want to be a home for those who have never heard the gospel? 
 
“The WINESKIN has cracked”            Something is not working.        
 
We need to start doing some things we haven’t been doing, and we need to start doing some things we 
have been doing. 
 
** Lets go back to the picture from the start. Is reaching our culture and those around us any different?** 
The language and cultural divides may not be as extreme….. but surely the same principles are involved. 
 
(Some of these principles relate to both.) 
 
We (the church) have this idea that we have to be different to culture, that we have to be set apart.  Yes, in 
one context it is scriptural, but have we interpreted it wrong, or taken it too far? 
Does there come a point where, “setting ourselves apart”, can make a divide between us and them, and 
can create barriers that stop people finding Jesus.  
 We can’t expect the local community to come to US. (trust me, if I didn’t know God there would be no 
way I would walk into a church!!)  
To impact the local community, we have to be IN the community. 
 
This doesn’t mean running church activities “in” the community.  This means us, THE BODY, being IN the 
community, representing Jesus in our actions and words. Incarnational Life (“the immersion of one’s self 
into a local culture and ‘becoming Jesus’ to that culture.”) 
  In our workplace, in our sports teams, on the street, in the pub, with our neighbours.  Building bridges, 
connecting people, and tearing down preconceptions and barriers. 
 
Think back to the first picture….    
How would you reach those people if you didn’t immerse yourself in the culture.  And be Jesus to them in a way they 
could see and understand.  



 
BARRIERS.  Here are some of the barriers that can stop those outside the church: 
 
Language and culture Barriers:   
I’m all for people walking up to people on the street and asking if they know Jesus.  Some people love it, 
and sometimes it works, maybe 1% or 2% of the time. 
But I think we are a little smarter than that.    
There is a language and culture divide because they don’t understand all the context of the gospel, and 
what we stand for.   
They also have preconceived ideas of Christian’s and God that taint their worldview. They see everything 
we say though those glasses. 
It isn’t hard to see that there will be a divide between what we say and mean, and what they interpret! 
Let’s use our brains.  Let’s think about this, lets strategize. 
Let’s change their preconceptions of what Christians are, about who Jesus is. 
Let’s do this by building authentic relationships, in our workplace, in hour sports teams, and with the 
randoms we meet. 
Let’s pray about new ways we can bridge the gap and change preconceptions. 
Let’s use words and language in church and to describe our faith that don’t EXCLUDE, but INCLUDE. 
The gospel is the every persons faith.  The gospel was meant to be simple.  The church made it complex so 
only certain people could have the power and knowledge, and title that came with that. 
 
Unintentionality:   
At the end of the day, are we really intentional about building relationships?  About sharing the gospel.  
This is more than standing on a soap box, or hitting people up in the street like I mentioned.   
Intentionality TARGETS 
Intentionality PLANS 
Intentionality is in for the LONG HAUL 
 
The 3 spheres of incarnational Life (“the immersion of one’s self into a local culture and ‘becoming Jesus’ 
to that culture.”) 
**Quick intro to the 3 spheres as in Tangable Kingdom** 
 
Individualism:   (Communion to Community) 
“I find it hard to commit and connect to Community”  
A deep part of our culture that fights against anything that doesn’t directly serve our individual interests. 
We prioritise our interests above the interest of the community. 
Part of US (individualism) has to die so community can LIVE! 
We see this in peoples commitment to things like small group.  To tired, too busy. 
The irony is, that we only find true healing and support for our deep needs as in individual in authentic 
community!  We only find rest, and support in community.  Like any relationship it takes work to reap the 
rewards. 
“The more we do TOGETHER, the less INDIVIDUALISTIC we’ll be.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Consumerism:  (Communion to Mission) 
“I can’t help others until I can Help myself” 
Perceived needs vs Actual Needs. 
First child vs second child. (New clothes, new pram, lots of toys) 
Because it is so much a part of our culture, inevitably it ends up in our churches too. 
We provide large comfortable worship centres. Our pastoral staff provide all the spiritual teaching we 
need.  We come expecting to get what we need.  At the end of the day we don’t have money or time left 
for blessing others and working more ion the Missional sphere. 
Attractional Churches vs Missional Churches 
Church environments we’ve created for consumers fosters a ‘softness’ that hinders peoples growth and 
involvement in God’s mission. 
“The more we become ONE with Christ, the less CONSUMER ORIENTATED we’ll be.” 
 
Materialism:   (Community to Mission) 
“I need things”  “We need more things before we can give”  “We need more things before we can step 
out” 
Materials Control us.  Debt holds us captive.  Money and work motivate our every waking thought. 
We need to break free from this so we have the freedom to bless others with our time and money. 
The missional sphere is generally the LAST sphere we spend money on as a church as a whole.  If we were 
not so obsessed with Consuming and Material positions, imagine the resources we would have available 
for the Missional Sphere! 
 
“The more we do for OTHERS, the less MATERIALISTIC we’ll be.” 
 

How do we work on these Barriers, and become more MISSIONAL as a community. 

MISSONAL COMMUNITIES. 

The change in thinking, and getting over the roadblocks cant just happen through teaching on a Sunday 
morning, or a simple study.  They have to be something that people can journey through together, and 
explore together as they change and grow.  It is like an apprenticeship, and people need leaders to show 
them the way. 

(Sojourners diagram (tipped over pyramid) )  

Sojourners:  “ Temporary, spiritually curious but disorientated God seekers” 
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(Quick note about parties etc.) 


